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Much has changed in the NC State Depart -
ment of Physics, with new staff, a new build-
ing, an exciting outlook, but one thing stays
the same: We are a family of current and for-
mer faculty, staff, students and alumni, tied
together by the shared experience of one of
the country’s greatest physics departments.
Over the next year, we will work to tighten
that coupling of alumni and former faculty to
the active department through newsletters
like this one, through a new e-newsletter,
through periodic alumni lunches, and through
future events on campus and elsewhere.

To do this, we need your help—in ways big
and small: How do we foster closer interac-

tion and collaboration between alumni and
faculty? Would alumni be interested in a yearly
physics-only alumni event on campus, say
“WolfpackPhysicsFest?” How can we continue
to attract the best domestic and international
students? How can we attract and keep world
class professors? How can we improve the
international stature of the department?

Of course, we need your unrestricted gifts
to help us on this mission. We also need fund-
ing for undergraduate scholarships, and a
dozen other named funds and scholarships
(see our Web site for the full list). But even
more than that, we need your thoughts.

E-mail me, brand_fortner@ncsu.edu, to

begin the discussion, or check our Web site,
www.physics.ncsu.edu, and click on the
“Alumni” tab, for more information as it
becomes available.

Sincerely,

Brand Fortner
Research Professor & Development Liaison
Department of Physics
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